News Notes 


Washington *s War on Nicaragua, written by Holly Sklar and 
published by South End Press, is without question one of the 
most important books on U.S. intervention in Nicaragua. She 
has presented this material with singular, easy-to-follow 
scholarship and with straight-forward prose. 

A brief introduction places the subject within a historical 
context and then digs into current U.S. policy. She traces the 
roots of the Reagan-Bush Nicaraguan intervention to Jimmy 
Carter’s presidency. Sklar demonstrates that Washington’s 
current policy towards Nicaragua began in the months before 
the July 19,1979 Sandinista triumph. 

Holly Sklar provides a gold mine of information, documen¬ 
tation, analysis, and dozens of revealing quotes by key actors 
in the war. Examples include: 

• Reagan’s roving ambassador, Richard Stone, told 
Foreign Minister Miguel d’Escoto in June 1983, “You should 
do as we say. You will see how almost by magic the problem 
[of the contras] will disappear.” 

• John Hull, contra supporter and alleged drug smuggler, 
said, “If it were within my power people like [liber 2 d Senators] 
Kennedy and Kerry would be lined up against a wall and shot 
tomorrow at sunrise.” 

• An anonymous U.S. government official proclaimed, 
“We were going to knock off these little brown people on the 
cheap.” 

• Finally, a U.S. Ambassador in Central America acknow¬ 
ledged, “If they do it, it’s terrorism, if we do it, it’s fighting for 
freedom.” 

We highly reconunend Washington's War on Nicaragua to 
everyone interested, not only in Central America, but in how 
U.S. policy is conceived and implemented throughout the 
world. 


Political Research Associates recently released a topical 
report called “The Coors Connection: How Coors Family 
Philanthropy Undermines Democratic Pluralism.” The Coors 
family made its fortune brewing beer in Colorado and, par¬ 
ticularly with the rise of Ronald Reagan, became important 
funders of the extreme rightwing movement in the U.S. 

The Coors report was written by Russ Bellant who also 
authored “Old Nazis, The New Right, and the Reagan Ad¬ 
ministration.” The preface of “The Coors Connection” states 
that “Those who have benefited, directly and indirectly, from 
Coors family generosity include persons whose views reflect 
not only traditional conservatism, but also nativism, xeno¬ 
phobia, theories of racial superiority, sexism, homophobia, 
authoritarianism, militarism, reaction and in some cases out¬ 
right neo-fascism.” 

We strongly recommend this report to anyone interested 
in learning about how the extreme Right uses its profits to 
promote the rightwing agenda in this country. It is available 
for $5 from Political Research Associates, 678 Massachusetts 
Avenue, Suite 205, Cambridge, MA 02139. 


In CAIB issue number 31, we wrote about the “Resistance 
Conspiracy” case in which seven anti-imperialist activists were 
charged by the U.S. government with conspiracy and with a 
number of bombings of military and government buildings. 

On the eve of their trial, supporters of the “Resistance 
Conspiracy” defendants have written an open letter to the 
progressive community asking for support in their efforts to 
combat this political persecution. Their letter states that “The 
defendants in this case, like the other political prisoners in this 
country, need to be returned to our communities and not dis¬ 
appear into the prison system. We must lend our voices and 
support to ensure their rights — and our own.” 

We would encourage all our readers to support the “Resis- 
tancy Conspiracy” defendants in their struggle for justice and 
to contribute to the defense of these political prisoners. For 
more information or to make a contribution, write: Emergen¬ 
cy Committee for Political Prisoners, P.O. Box 28191, 
Washington, DC 20038-8191. 


Also in issue 31 we announced “Campus Watch,” a news¬ 
letter writing about CIA campus recruiting, officer-in-resi¬ 
dence programs, and special CIA campus operations. 

We want to report that “Campus Watch” is alive and well 
and still available. A must for anyone who wants to keep in¬ 
formed about CIA activities on university campuses. It is also 
a great resource for student activists organizing to end CIA 
operations at their universities. Published four times during 
the academic year; $10 individual; $20 institutions; $3 for cur¬ 
rent issue. Order your subscription from: Campus Watch, 
P.O. Box 9623, Warwick, RI02889. 


We also want to bring your attention to a speaker’s bureau 
which features lecturers who are experts on intelligence is¬ 
sues. Becker Lectures can arrange for your group to host 
David MacMichael (former CIA analyst), William Schaap 
(co-editor of CAIB), Edgar Chamorro (former contra leader 
turned outspoken critic), Daniel EUsberg, Jack Ryan (former 
FBI agent turned critic), and many others. 

Contact Becker Lectures at: 

P.O. Box 1094, Northampton, MA 01061; (413) 585-0708. 


Finally, we would like to call your attention to a new pub¬ 
lication entitled “CIA Off Campus: An Organizing Handbook 
for Student Activities.” This edition combines the accumu¬ 
lated knowledge of more than a dozen anti-CIA organizers 
and activists from campuses across the country. 

Chapter topics include: CIA-sponsored student and facul¬ 
ty recruiting; CIA-sponsored research funding; how to or¬ 
ganize using imiversity and community resources; taking 
action—how to expose CIA campus activity. 

Available from: Bill of Rights Foundation, 220 S. State St., 
Suite 1430, Chicago, IL 60604, (312) 939-0675; $5.00/copy plus 
$1.00 for postage and handling. 
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